
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

SUB-GROUP held in Meeting Room 1, Pathfinder House, St Mary's 
Street, Huntingdon, PE29 3TN on Wednesday, 27 July 2005. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillor P G Mitchell - Chairman 
   
  Councillors P L E Bucknell, D B Dew, 

P G Mitchell and C J Stephens 
   
 APOLOGY: An apology for absence from the meeting 

was submitted on behalf of Councillor 
G S E Thorpe 

   
 IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor J J Dutton 
 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor P G Mitchell be elected Chairman of the Sub 

Group for the duration of the Municipal Year. 
 

2. MINUTES   
 
 The Minutes of the meeting of the Sub Group held on 21st March 

2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that Councillor D B Dew be appointed Vice-Chairman of the 

Sub Group for the remainder of the Municipal Year. 
 

4. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 
 No interests were declared. 

 
5. DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE AND METHOD OF OPERATION   
 
 The Sub Group considered proposed draft terms of reference for the 

Sub Group and a suggested method of operation (a copy of which is 
appended in the Minute Book). 
 
Having concluded that Ward Members should be entitled to address 
the Sub Group for a period not in excess of five minutes and that 
there was no requirement to extend the terms of reference to 
incorporate matters arising from the Hedgerow Regulations, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the terms of reference and method of operation for the 

Sub Group be approved. 



 
6. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TP0/157: 

MOLE BARN, MOLESWORTH   
 
 Members considered a report by the Planning Policy Manager (a copy 

of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to the making of a tree preservation order to protect a willow 
in the front garden of Mole Barn, a grade II listed dwelling within the 
Molesworth Conservation Area. 
 
The Sub Group noted that the objection had been raised by the 
owners of Mole Barn who had considered that the tree represented a 
threat to both their own and their neighbour’s properties. It was 
explained that the confirmation of an Order would not prevent future 
maintenance works to the tree nor the submission of an application 
for its removal and replacement should there be evidence of damage 
to properties. In the absence of any supporting evidence and given 
the contribution made by the tree to the village and the amenity of the 
area, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/157 relating to a willow in 

the front garden of Mole Barn, Molesworth be confirmed. 
 

7. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/160: 
LAND AT HUNTINGDON RETAIL PARK, ST PETERS ROAD, 
HUNTINGDON   

 
 (Councillor JJ Dutton, Ward Councillor, addressed the Sub Group on 

the item). 
 
A report by the Planning Policy Manager was submitted (a copy of 
which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an objection 
received to the making of a tree preservation order to protect a group 
of lime, willow, ash and a oak tree planted in fulfilment of a 
landscaping condition at Huntingdon Retail Park, St Peters Road, 
Huntingdon. 
 
Whilst of no great merit individually, the Sub Group accepted that the 
trees as a group made a significant contribution to the visual amenity 
of the built environment of the retail park. This view was endorsed by 
the Ward Councillor in his address to the Sub Group. However, 
Members acknowledged that the ash trees were not in good health 
and had a limited life span and that the lime trees had been 
mistakenly identified as whitebeam. Therefore, subject to appropriate 
amendment of the schedule to the proposed Order to delete 
reference to the ash trees and to correct the previous error, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/160 relating to a group of 

lime,  willow and an oak planted as landscaping at 
Huntingdon Retail Park be  confirmed. 

 



8. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/162: 33 
GREAT NORTH ROAD, SIBSON HOLLOW, SIBSON-CUM 
STIBBINGTON   

 
 Consideration was given to a report by the Planning Policy Manager 

(a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) regarding an 
objection received to the making of a Tree Preservation Order to 
protect forty seven ash trees on the boundary of 33 Great North 
Road, Sibson Hollow, Sibson-cum-Stibbington.  
 
Members were advised that the attention of the local planning 
authority had been drawn to the trees as a result of the submission of 
an outline planning application for the erection of a dwelling in the 
garden of the cottage on the site. It was the view of the Arboricultural 
Officer that the loss of any of the trees would have a detrimental 
impact on the amenity of the area. This conclusion was given as one 
reason for refusal of the outline application. The owner of the site had 
subsequently objected to the tree preservation order placed on the 
ash trees contending that they would eventually present a problem to 
the foundations and structure of his property. 
 
Members were of the view that the trees required to be better 
maintained and they acknowledged that an application for their 
removal could be submitted should there be evidence in the future to 
suggest that they presented a danger to property. 
 
Having confirmed with the Aboricultural Officer that the trees were 
structurally sound and in good health when the TPO was made and in 
the absence of any aboricultural evidence to suggest otherwise, the 
Sub Group. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/162 relating to the ash 

trees in G1, G2 and G3 located at 33 Great North Road, 
Sibson Hollow, Sibson-cum-Stibbington be confirmed.     

 
9. OBJECTION TO TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - L/TPO/167: 

LAND ADJACENT, 6 EASTON ROAD, STONELY   
 
 By way of a report by the Planning Policy Manager (a copy of which is 

appended in the Minute Book) the Sub Group were acquainted with 
an objection received to the making of a tree preservation order to 
protect various trees within part of a large garden of a detached 
dwelling at No.6 Easton Road, Stonely. 
 
The Sub Group noted that a planning application for a dwelling in the 
garden to the side of No.6 Easton Road had been refused in February 
with the loss of several trees included as a reason for refusal. 
Subsequently, a tree preservation order had been made to ensure the 
retention of the trees on site. In response to the objections raised, the 
Arboricultural Officer reported that the trees made a significant 
contribution to the amenity and landscape of the area being visible 
from Easton Road, surrounding properties and a public footpath. In 
addition, it was considered that a young weeping birch, a semi mature 
norway maple and a young beech tree would be under threat from the 
development and the beech tree, when grown would make a positive 



contribution to the visual attractiveness of that part of Stonely village. 
As there also was no supporting evidence to justify removal of the 
poplar trees, the Sub Group 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/167 relating to various 

maples, birch, poplars, purple plum, ash and a beech on land 
adjacent to 6  Easton Road, Stonely be confirmed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
 
 


